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20 THE PUBLIC. 


HE Gllowing Li bo Mi Cat- 
1 ley has not, like many other 
el eſſay s on the actions and 
characters of . 0 perſons, been 
nr from newſpapers and 1 | 
ted anecdotes, but is the 
0 en of a female long and inti at's | 
known to Miſs Catley. Every circum- 
| ſtance is given with impartiality. She 
has followed the advice of Othello, 
| when he defires thoſe preſent, at his 


* ſpeak of een 5 


1 * Nothing extenuate, 5 
E « Nor aught ſet down." in malice,” | 


4 0 


T * lives of great men bir s ever 


been recorded by their cotemporary li- 
terati, and it is much to be regreted 
that the ſame attention has not been 
paid to the other ſex. Except the 
lives of the Empreſſes, a few flight 
Kretehes of | the Roman matrons, and 


of 


bat 


of two ancient courtezans, Phryne 


a covered thoſe hidden and: ſubtle ſprings 


by which ſtates have been overthrown, 


and revolut tions brou Bat about. 


It! is not Saen that Ne Koine 


of theſe ſheets ever dipped i in p 


but the peruſal of her life will operate 
as a cautionary. example to warn others Þ 
of her ſex from vice, and to prove that 

true happineſs can only be N in 


che exerciſe of virtue. 


and Meſſelina, great women have been A | | 
_ overlooked, and yet in their lives, if 
faithfully re ported, would have dif. 
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IN this free country where wealth is tbe 
I fourceof honors, and virtue is generally its 
own reward - here titles are not ſolely con- 
ferred upon thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves 
as patriots or ſoldiers by wiſe, brave and 
noble actions, but are often beſtowed upon the 
ſervile ſycophants of a court, or on the impli- 
cit tools of a miniſter, the emblazon of a 
_ genealogy, if executed with eandour and 
truth, would diſplay flains and ſpots in every 
quarter. True dignity muſt ſpring from the 


| hHeartalone, and can only be illuſtrated by the 
actions of the individual — Titles created 
by Princes are ſuperficial, like embroidery 
on a-garment they dazzle the eye, but are of 
no intrinſic uſe to the wearer. The writ or 
| 0 „ oder 
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aà clown or a baronet of a knave, but they 


cannot conſtitute him either a gentleman or 


an honeſt man. Without the qualities of 
poliſhed manners and integrity, a ducal co- 
|  Tonet, with all the blood of all the Howards 

to embelliſh and encreaſe its luſtre, would 
not attach reſpeC to the wearer. The virtues 


of our anceſtors-may render the vices of their 


[4 ſucceſſors conſpicuous; but thoſe who depend 


on the characters of their forefathers," as the | 


foundation of their reputation, will ſoon ex- 
perience the vanity of ſuch a dependance, 


arid be convinced that mankind are tried on 


the evidence of their o.] n actions. | 


The late Ann Gin who is hi Fr + 


£ f of theſe memoirs, comes before the 8 of | 


public opinion without any aid from lineal or 


_ colateral anceſtors, and appears *herſelf a- 
lone depending ſolely. on ber own merits: 
She was born in an obſcure Alley off Tower 


Hill, in the year 1745, where her Parents 


then refided ; her father following the occu- 
| pation of a hackney coachman, and her mo- 


ther that of a waſher-woman ; but even this | 


junction of profeflions produced a very ſcanty 


proviſion to the family, particularly as Mz. 
Catley not only ſpent his own profits upon 


himſelf, but often appropriated to his N 
. wits the earnings of his . 8 


I 9-0: 


Nan at a very early age was obliged to a 
herſelf to induſtry, by afliſtng her mother, not 
only at the tub, but by carrying out the glean 

linen and fetching home the foul ; and being 
ſmart in her perſon, and of a merry counte- 

- nance, ſhe attracted the notice of the cuſto- 
mers, who often made her preſents. of victuals 

and trifling articles of wearing apparel. 


. Cailey officiated as laundreſs to ſeveral 
of the officers quartered in the Tower, and 
| 2 theſe was Colonel L— well known 
at preſent for his attachment to his Royal 
5 Highneſs the Prince of Wales. At the time 
the Colonel became acquainted with Nan, he 
Was ill, and ſhe often entertained him with a 
ſong ; ſhe then was in her tenth year, and” 
probably he was the firſt who diſcovered the 
ſweetneſs and powers of her voice, which 
ſoon after rendered her a favourite in all the 
public houſes in the neighbourhogd, at one 
| or” other of which ſhe attended every evening 
and raiſed 1 libe eral contributions from ig 


” company by ſing ging. 


The parade at the Tower, was 1 
the principal place from whence Nan drew 
pecuniary aids. She was pretty, knowing 
and humorous in her converſation, which 

from the lowneſs of her lituation, though 
witty and pointed, was too often groſs and li- 

. B 2 '« . Centious 


1 5 1 


dentionsi=—Thoigh of à thin habit of body, | 
| Nan was warm in her conſtitution. Her ad- 
mirers encreaſed with her years, the whole 


corps of officers regarded her with wiſhful 


eyes, and at thirteen many ſerious overtures 


of love had been made her, and innumerable 
ſchemes were > continually laid for her ſeduc- 


| en.“ 1 85 


Though ſuſpicions hs been ſtrong, it has 
never been brought into actual proof, that, 
Nan ſurrendered the chaſtity of her (perſon 


to any of that numerous corps of military 


_ admirers who daily laid ſiege to her, while 


ſhe reſided in the vicinity of the Tower; yet 


certain it is, that ſhe had ſcarcely entered her 
-* fourteenth year when ſhe parted | with her 
innocence : and indeed it is not matter of 
wonder, that a young girl of high vivacity, 
whoſe juvenile mind had been corrupt, even 
from early infancy ſhould be eafily perſuaded 
to ſubmit her perſon to the laſcivious pleaſures 
ol pollution. The ill treatment which ſhe , 
conſtantly experienced from. her parents may 
alſo be conſidered another cauſe that tended 


to this event. They conſtantly called her to 


a ſtrict account of her earnings, and when 
theſe were inadequate to their expectations, 


they as conſtantly puniſhed her, with unme- 
rited and inhuman ny” 


Pe 


A ann draper, who ade in the Mino- 
ries, 


W 


155 * Ee 


ries, had Jong; conſidered the chad of Nan 


with a ſenſual appetite. He frequently 
ſaw her at the different Public Houſes” in 
the neighbourhood to which he reſorted, and 
often rewarded her with a liberality that raiſ- 
ed the ſenſations. of gratitude in her mind. 
Nan having ſtaid from home one evening 
rather later than ordinary, and not having 
been ſucceſsful in her avocation, was received 
on her return, as had often been the caſe, with 
abuſe, curſes and blows, in reſentment for 
which ſhe left the habitation of her parents, 
fully determined to accept the firſt afſylum 
that offered. The retailer of linens had juſt 
reached his door as Nan came up to it. He 
at firſt miſtook her for one of thoſe little noc- 


tturnal itinenerants who ſtroll the ſtreets and 


proſtitute their perſons to obtain a wretched 
ſubſiſtance, and he being of that claſs of men, 

_ whoſe enjoyments are merely animal and who 
are ever on the hunt for variety, he followed the 
little adventureſs for the purpoſe of picking her 
4 Great indeed was the ſurpriſe and infinite 
"mots of this nightly prowler after female 

fleſh, when Nan returned his firſt addreſs of, 

« a fine evening my dear,” by throwing out 

a few bars of a tune which ſhe ſung with 

_ peculiar excellence, and which always had 

been his favourite. Every note ſtruck upon 

his heart, which trembled in uniſon, and 

1 communicated its thrills through the whole 


nervous 


„ 


nervous ſyllem. —In a word, PE ore 
| effect was univerſal on his frame : 

| &« Tn his head—in his heart | 

In every p 


« She fubdned both bis body apd * 


It was now rather late, the air was enger, 
nipping and damp—it was ſuch a night, to 
adopt the language of Shakeſpear's fool in the 
tragedy of Lear, as would ** cool a courtezan”— 
but Nan was in the hey day of her bloed” 
and her hand which the fortune linen draper 
had preſſed between his, communicated an 


amorous fire to his ſoul He had luckily the 35 


| key of his ſtreet door in his pocket, and the 
object of his deſires being reſolved not to re- 
- turn home, and having no certain place where 
ſhe could ſeek for a lodging was eafily per- 
| ſuaded to enter the houſe, where ſhe found a 
clean and comfortable bed chamber, a clear 
and glowing fire, and plenty of ſound exhili- 
Tating old red port—'The kiſs and'the glaſs 
for ſome time went round, till the ue 
draper being wound to the utmoſt pitch of 
impatience led he, “ ſhe nothing Jar to 
. a' ſituation from which they ſoon returned 
to the bottle then, 


«© Each touch 1 her lip made the wine oy” kde — | 
80 And her eyes by her drinking redoubledthe fire 


Here we cloſe the ſcene with juſt obſerving, 


2895 paſſed the ii in extacies too ſtrong 
| 1; 


to laſt for ever; but with the morn cold 
indifference did not return, and Nan re- 
mained in the draper's houſe a full week, 
enjoying the pleaſures of love and wine. 


Her parents who had benefited ſo much 
by her talents, now diſcovered her value, and 
ſorely repented of that ſavage and cruel treat- 
ment which had forced her from their houſe. 
Every brothel within a mile of the Tower 

was ſearched in vain for the little truant ;z— 
The ſtricteſt enquiry was made from the 
_ officers in the garriſon, but without effect; 

when one morning miſs unexpectedly made 
her appearance, dreſſed in a ſtile of gentility 
which ſhe owed to the generofity of her 


The loſs of that bright and illuſtrious jewel 
chaſtity, gave no material uneaſineſs to Mr. 
or Mrs. Catley, ſhe brought home à gem of 
infinitely greater value, her fine voice which 
had ſo often produced them meat, drink, 
and cloaths; their anger therefore on account 
of her elopement, as well as their regret for 


her loſs, was inſtantly removed by her ap- 

| pearanee, they received her like the prodigal! ?! 

returned, and ſhe lived for ſome time with 
them in a tollerably comfortable way, paying 

occaſional viſits to her lover in the Minories ; 
but after this event ſhe never more reforted 


us. 


1 


to tlie EO 43 though ſhe Frequently | 
| 41-0 her perſon i in the T „ 


To Miss Catley's ö no ſentiment | +_- 
could be more applicable than that put into 
the mouth of the laſcivious A in 
Comus— | YE 


* 


0 All I aſk off niortal man, EY” 8 > 
Is to love me while he . | 


+1 And the 3 having towards the TY 
of a month, either exhauſted his ſtock of 
- amorovs en or, being fully ſated with ſix 
days and nights feaſting on the luſcious ban- 
guet of Nan's beauties, broke a connection 
which, had it exiſted for any conſiderable 
lllength of time, would infallibly have broke | 
LG int. 
Nan being now fully ated 3 in . nin . 
ries of love, reſolved to indulge in them for 
the purpoſes of pecuniary advantage, as well 
' as. ſenſual gratification.—The covert-way had 
been carried, the breaſt- work lay open, and 
the citadel was ready to receive any adven- 
turer who choſe to enter; provided he ap- 
peared at the breach like Philip of Macedon, 
caſh in hand; in ſhort from this time till 
ſhe attained her ſixteenth year, her intrigues 
were various, but of a nature too low and 


Induerumipate t to ard; entertainment, or in- 
23 . deed 


{88 1 
| decd to admit of particular deſcription, for 
like the Iriſh barriſter, Nan not only prac- 


ticed crown but half crown buſineſs, taking 
every fee hay was offered. 


We come now to a very particular eint i 
this lady's life, her connection with Sir Fran- 


cis Blake Delaval, which made a confider- 
able noiſe in the 1 and produced a legal 


deaeiſion as remarkable as ever was entered 


on the records of the court of King's-Bench: 
but before we report the circumſtances of this 
amour, it will be neceſſary to give a {light 
account of the hero who is to act the princi- 
pal character, and a true delineation of his 

character. 


Sit Trangia Blake Delaval was a gentleman | 
of high and reſpectable family; being ſon to 
a baronet, and related nearly by blood and 
| affinity to ſeveral of the nobility. His per- 
ſon was elegant, his face handſome, his man- 
ners poliſhed, his education liberal, his con- 
verſation ſprightly and pleaſing. Few men 
poſſeſſed ſo many of thoſe qualities which 
flaſcinate the ladies, and few ever ſucceeded 
better in obtaining their favours by humbling 
their proud hearts. When very young this 


| gentleman diſſipated his patrimoney on wo- 


men and play, till at laſt his finances being 
reduced to the loweſt ebb, neceſſity forced 


15 


: Tat 


bim to relieve them by fortune-hunting, a 
reſource truly W aa py 
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" The object fixed upon as the means of 
Wpsiriog his ſhattered fortune, was lady Iſ- 
abella Pawlet, daughter to the earl of Tha- 
net. This lady poſſeſſed a very conſiderable 
fortune, with a very plain perſon and face, 
and though her character was unſtained by 
any actual charge of incontinence, yet her 
conduct gave ſufficient ground for ſuppoſing 
that chaſtity was not to be imputed to her 
as a fault, but rather as a misfortune, and Lil 
though it was certainly falſe, there was a 
report that ſhe had put it into the power of MF 
the celebrated Samuel Foote to prove that 
her ladyſhip was a woman. 


The truth is, lady Ifabella Pawlet ha a 
abe for the humoriſt, and if he had 
not been reſtrained from matrimony, by hav- 
ing previouſly entered into the indifloluble 

nooſe of Hymen, there is ſcarcely a doubt that 

he would os refuſed the acceptance of a con- 

_  fiderable fortune on any terms; but this being 

5 impoſſible, he reſolved to come in for a ſhare, 

and fixed upon Delaval, with whom he had 

long lived on terms of intimacy, as a proper 
inſtrument. 


Lady Iſabella was a dupe to einten. 


; The old e woman at Norwood, 1 
_ Ihe 


| — 
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ſhe . viſited, ſtood higher in hag” 


eſtimation than Boyle or Newton, and ſhe. ; +. 


ut more confidence in the preſages of an 
aſtrologer who reſided up four pair of ſtairs 


in the Old Baily, than ever was N in 
Copernicus, 5 


Foote having ien his friend Delaval | 
of the lady's foible, they came to an agree- 


ment, by which the pandar was to have an 
annuity of five hundred pounds a year, and 


the principal was to enjoy the remainder of the 
lady's fortune. A maid ſervant was bribed to 
betray her lady, and the conſpirators having 


received information from her of a particular 
day when her ladyſhip was to conſult a cele- 


brated conjurer, to whom, at that time, ſeve- 


ral women even of the firſt faſhion paid fre- 


quent viſits, to this impoſing raſcal, Mr. 
Delaval and his friend Foote immediately 


repaired, and having ſecured his ſervices by 


a few guineas, informed him of feveral of the 
moſt remarkable incidents in lady Ifabella's 
life, the conjurer at the ſame time taking an 


exact ſurvey of Mr. Delaval's face and figure, 
for a purpoſe which ſhall appear F 


Lady Iſabella ſoon after arrived, accompa- — 
nied by her treacherous attendant, who by a 
ſign previouſly agreed upon, informed the 

impoſter who his viſiter was. The anſwers 
0 2 * 
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given to the i interrogatories of her ladyſhip, and 


d 0o the prepared queſtions occaſionally flipped 


in by her cunning abigail, left no doubt on 


| her mind of the conjurers extraordinary and 
> ſupernatural. powers, and of courſe brought 


forward the material enquiry reſpecting mar- 


Tiage, which is generally the great end of all 
| Lech . 7 


— 


'T he impoſter now nediendas to conſult a 
planetary ſyſtem that lay before him on bn 


table. Having deliberately taken off a pair 


of large ſpectacles, and turned up his eyes 
towards Heaven, he muttered over the names 


given to the ſigns of the zodiac and fixed ſtars, 
he drew a number of circles and lines with 


white lead upon black paper, and at laſt with 


a grave face deſcribed the perſon and features 


i of Mr. Delaval. 


Lady Ifabella delighted at che Iefeription : 


of her intended cara ſpoſa, rewarded the 
conjurer liberally, and would now have retir- 


ed, but her well inſtructed companion pre- 


tending a tender intereſt in the future fortune 
bof her miſtreſs, urged for further information, 


particularly as to the time when, and the 


place where this Jover was to be ſeen. The 
wizard anſwered that he could certainly com- 
municate ſuch information, but muſt firſt 


Fonfult his familiar 1 in an adjacent room, 
| and 0 


1 
1 


E 
= immediately retired to Delaval and Foote 


who ſat in an adjacent room, where having 
waited a few minutes in conſultation, he re- 


turned to the women, and found lady Iſabel- 
la almoſt maddened with anxious expec- 


tation. He told her that the gentleman to 
whom the fates had deſtined her hand, would 
be walking the next day at twelve o'clock by 


the ſide of the canal in the Green Park, but 
cautioned her not to ſpeak firſt, as that would 


break the charm, and having received an- 


other fee for his pleaſing news, — Ifabella 


wee home 1 in rapture. . 


The deſeription of the chk man de- 


ſcribed by the conjurer, had taken poſſeſſion 
of this unfortunate lady's brain; ſhe could 


not eat during the day, nor fleep during the 


night. — The morning Sun, on riſing, found 


her at her toilette culling ornaments, paint- 


ing, waſhing, and perfuming; and ſhe invo- 
| luntarily rambled to the place of appoint- 


ment an hour before the time. During this 
hour, this infatuated dupe to impoſition kept 
her eyes rivetted on the park gate, and eve 


time it opened trembled from head to foot 


with anxious expectation.— Her repeater at 


= laſt ſtruck twelve, and at that inftant Mr. 
Delaval appeared, dreſſed in every oven ex- 


* as the _— had deſcribed. 


| 8 1 The | 


The ſudden Appen of the gentleman 


| extorted the ejaculation of O! Heavens” 
from the lady, which was followed with 


Lord preſerve us” from the maid ; but Mr. 
Delaval continued to paſs and repaſs them ſe- 


veral times without turning his eyes towards 


the ſeat, which was indeed a neceſſary pre- 


-caution, as he was ready to burſt into loud 


laughter every inſtant ;—at laſt looking full 


at lady Iſabella, he bowed reſpectfully, and 
ſhe returning the ſalute, he walked towards 
mo and commenced a converſation. 5 


The Grrprine of the Jay having ha 3 
ſubſided, ſhe diſcovered on recovering her ſen- 
ſes that the ſtranger held her hand; ſhe reluct- 


antly drew it from him, at the ſame time heav- 


ing a deep ſigh, which he reſpouſed with 
all the ſoftneſs of ſympathetic tenderneſs. 


Before they parted an aſſignation was made 
for a future meeting at the ſame place, and 
the ſwain took leave with an affected warmth 
of paſſion and reſpect, that totally threw the 
lady off her guard, and expelled from her mind 
all conſiderations but thole of romantic love. 


Delaval on een flew to lr Foote 
of his ſucceſs, and then retired to indulge in 
tender dalliance with a favourite nymph in 

King's-place.— Lady Iſabella locked | herſelf 

within her chamber, there to contemplate in 
rapture on the conqueſt ſhe had made —or 

„ b 1 rather 


E yy 


3 indeed on the lover, who, in her opi- 
nion, Heaven in its bounty had created for 
= her ſpecial uſe. The more ſhe thought the 
= more ſhe became enamoured, and the ſecond. 

meeting totally overturned. every idea that | 
e ſuggeſted—Delaval | I 


C 


87 . impart, 


© The n wiſhes to the chafteſt heart,— 


And lady Iabella was now at that age when 
the heart is tender, though the fleſh was 
tough ; ſhe was approaching .towards that 
grand climaQtric which brings deſpair to vir- 
gins, and having long regretted her fituation, 
| ſhe was reſolved not to loſe the preſent opportu- 
nity of doing all within her power for the good 
of her generation, and to remove from herſelf 
that moſt horrid of all horrid epithets to a 
woman's ear, an old maid. —The marriage 
therefore was ſoon celebrated and conſumated 
much to the ſatisfaction of the bride but 
Sir Francis felt himſelf rather uneaſy on the 
occaſion, which however he attempted to put 
off with a laugh, and having been aſked by a 
friend how he could think of marrying ſo 
ordinary a woman, anſwered “ I married her 
"for weight and PA nothing for faſhion.” 1 


Had lady Ifabella been a Venus in beauty, | 
and endowed with the wiſdom of Pallas, ſhe 
would have found her charms of body and 
mind 


W 


mind Hoecuab to fix the bann wa N Delavat 7 
ever on ſearch for variety and never fatisfied 
with any ſingle object. But in truth her la- 
dyſhip was deſtitute not only of perſonal 


charms but mental alurements—her conver- 
ſation was as plain as her fate. 


A young lady named Le Roche; live at. 
this time under the protection of a near fe- 
male relative to Mr. Delaval, and was ſup- 
poſed by many to be a natural daughter to one 
of the family. In the ſeduction of this girl 


© * he ſoon edc, her mind was weak her 


conſtitution meretricious, and inſtead of 
retreating from the overtures of his paſſion, 
ſhe met his libidinous affections with ardour, 
and lived with him as'a miſtreſs for a coſider- 
able time indeed it was a doubtful * 
4 W ſne was the ſeducer or the ſeduced. 


This nene of Mr. Delaval, naturally 
excited reſentment in his lady» Female pride 
| could not patiently ſubmit to ſo groſs an in- 
. ſult. She ſaw her fortune beſtowed upon a 


courtezan; ſhe felt that the huſband to 


whom ſhe had adminiſtered the means of 
indulging his pleaſures affronted her by pub- 
lickly appearing and living with his miſtreſs, 
and privately treating her, his wife, with 
negle&t and even contempt that evinced diſ- 


Thi rouſed * to revenge. She up- 
8 braided 


2 


4 # + 


braided her huſband with bitterneſs, he an k 
= ſwered with cutting coolneſs, and in the 
= height of one of their diſputes, een N 5 
3 ſecret of the con) urer. 


Lady Iſabella conſulted Her friends on 1 

occaſion and they brought in the aid of the | 

law. A Caſe was drawn and a ſuit of divorce  _| 

was determined on, upon the grounds that : 

Mr. Delaval had committed adultery with 

| Miſs Roche. On the truth of this charge there 

| could not be a doubt, but lady Iſabella failed 

nin the proof. The witneſſes gave evidence 
oc the parties having rode out together, _— 
WE dined together, having lain in the ſame houſe 

W together, but could not prove their having 

hin in the ſame bed together, or the c com- 

= miſſion of any act of adultery. 


70 Mr. Delaval thinking he bad no e 
to make, reſolved upon obviating the effect 
ot his wife's complaint, which if eſtabliſhed 

© would have materially injured. his fortune, 
and therefore he ſet LE a RE of rectimi= 
> nation. EY. 


1 This . ſtates that a \ bg os 
Craig, took a woman with him to Haddocks 

| Bagnio, Charing Croſs, on the evening of a 
day when Mr. Delaval had invited ſome 
Ae to meet him at the . 
| D Head 


Head Texers, Charing Croſs,. among whom 7 


- company, he- communicated that he had long 
believed his wife to be inconſtant, and had 


night at Haddock's Bagnio with a man who . 

went by the name of Brown, that he intend- 
ed to be convinced of the truth, and requeſt- 
ed that the company would go to the Bagnio 


then diſpatched to the Bagnio, and ſoon ſent 


his wife was arrived. The company then 
went to the Bagnio, when Dupree opened a 


and where they ſaw a man and woman in 


but in this he was not coroborated by any of 


| where they paſſed 


and falſe, and that her witneſſes. had been 
tampered with and ſuborned This ſuit in 
the commons of courſe terminated all connu- 


te] 


was the late Mr. Robert Quaime. To this 


received information that ſhe was to be that 


in order to ſee if they could detect her in 
bed with her paramour. One Dupree was 


back a meſſenger to inform Mr. Delaval that 


room door where lady Iſabella was ſaid to be, "x 


naked bed together, whom one of the wit- 
neſſes named Shaw ſwore was lady Iſabella, 


the other witneſſes. It was alſo depoſed 
that her ladyſhip paſſed by the name of 
Brown and met Craig who allo aſſumed that 
name at a lodg 9 in Beaufort. Buildings, 

or man and wife; but the 
general opinion was, that the whole of the Þ 
evidence againſt lady Iſabella was fabricated 8 


val connection * ec Delayal and 
| his 


1 „ 


EL . 


his wife, nor did his . with Mits | 
Roche continue much. longer. 7 | 
As there is ſomething particular and inter- 


Geog: in the ſtory of. this lady though it is 
not immediately connected with the memoirs 


oſ Nan, yet the reader will find entertain= 
ment from the e 


Sir Henry Echlin an Irim 3 3 

poſſeſſed a very conſiderable eſtate at Ruſh, 
near Dublin, having ſeen Miſs Roche became 
enamoured of her beauty and indeed it muſt 
. ve allowed her charms: were attractive. 


Sir Henry was a young man of very weak 

intellects in worldly, matters, extreemly diffi= 
pated, naturally extravagant and totally dee 
void of foreſight He had been a dupe to gam- 
blers, money lenders, bullying captains, bawds 
and panders, and yet he was a man of 
liberal education, elegant addreſs and maſe 
ter of all the polite languages. Probably he 


- winked at the faux paſs imputed by public 
report to Miſs Roche, who conducted herſelf 


= with ſuch cunning that bis addreſſes termi- | 


| nated i ina marriage. | 


Sir Henry ſoon after this happy event re- 
turned to his native countty accompanied by 
his lady and a gentleman who lived with him 


as a confidential friend. On this; ne lady 
D 2 3 24240 Echlin 


amt” 


| Echlin who delighted in vacioos ſeduced th = 

. Friend of her huſband, making him dupe to 

bis own diſhonour, and he was the only per- 
fon of a large company who travelled with 
them, who did not ſee the ** conduct of his ; 
wife. | | | 


Soon after cheir 0 in Ireland pH in- 


trigue came glaring in his face, and had he 


permitted his wife to live with him every 


boy would have hooted the cuckold—no legal 
| Reps however were taken in conſequence of 
her conduct, but by mutual conſent they ſex 


parated from bed and board; Sir Henry re- 
maining at his country ſeat, and his lady 


removing to _ W in mac TS ay 
4 Dublin, 


in this fituation lady Echlin gave looſe to 


that. furor which had long heated her blood 


she formed a connection with the fon of 


an attorney, a ſtupid creature. deſtitute of 
every quallity that was not merely animal— 


another and{and' another ſoon ſucceeded—man 


was her object, ſenſuality her 8 eve» 
"+ ry rank fool went down.” 


A conduct ſo obnoxious to ſcandal, ſo fm p 
reign to the delicacy of her ſex ſoon reduced 
her to a ſtate of contempt. Where ever ſhe 


appeared the women retreated and even the 
men were ne to ſhew her countenance 


in 


Pd ; 


\ 
= 


of her offences rendered Dublin a ſolitude= - 
ſhe found herſelf without ſociety and daily 
experienced 'inſult, to avoid which ſhe made 
a trip to London. e 


This was only changing the ſcene -In 
London her perſuits were the ſame as in 
Dublin, and it is generally believed that in 
a few years after ſhe died miſerably in the - 
garret of a wretched lodging houſe in one of 
the Alleys off Drury Lane. fr Ren ROY 
_ WF reputable than thoſe of his lady. M—k—a 

the actor had brought over to Dublin two 


ſiſters and jeweſes. With theſe ladies vie __ 
bj: Henry formed a family connection. He took 
them and their mother into his houſe, lay in 
the fame bed with the daughters, and the 
tongue of ſcandal went ſo far as'to affert that 
the old gentlewoman did not paſs unnoticed. 
His houſe exhibited a ſcene of continued re- 


gage followed 'mortgage—-forecloſures produ- 
Need ales, till at laſt the unhappy baronet was 
obliged to fly his country, and was fo reduced 
n circumſtance that he officiated in a tavern 
Et Paris in the degrading ſituation of a waiter. 
Recently however he has emerged from that 
we * __ degenerate 


theatrical pupils, the Am——s who were 


WT velling, debauchery and extravagance - mort- 


4 
* IS 
3 : 1 , 
: 75 ; „ 
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ente 3 in has received a trifling - 
. for the performance of ſecret ſervices, 
From. this digreſſion it is time to advert 
to the heroine of theſe memoirs. The fame | 
"of Nan's voice having gone abroad, one Bates 
_ muſick maſter _ chorus finger at one of 
the Theatres took her as an apprentice for 
ſeven years, the being then in her ſixteenth 
year.for the purpoſe of teaching her muſic, 
the father being bound in a penalty of two 
hundred pounds in caſe ſhe ſhould miſbehave 
by running away when qualified to be profi- 
table to the maſter. Her conduct while with 
Bates was extremely irregular ; ſhe followed | 
her own inclinations in every reſpect. Form- 
ed repeated connections and turned his advice 
and inſtructions into ridicule. For three years | 
ſhe perſevered i in this kind of behaviour and | 
was nineteen years of age when Sir Francis 
Blake Delaval became acquainted with her. 
He had ſeen her at Marybone Gardens where 
ſhe ſung, and had alſo met her repeatediy 
at the houſe of Mr. M—k—n the comedian, 
who was then inſtructing her for the ſtage, 7 
with the conſent of her maſter. „„ 
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An intimacy and criminal correſpondence i 
was ſoon the conſequence of this acquaint- Wi 
ance, and Nan having as has been already 


Rated committed o on other occaſions repeated 
& r 


* 


-_ 4 


— 
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irregularities ; Bates her maſter threatned to. 
turn her Out of doors and to ſue her father 
for the penalty on breaking the articles. 


| Theſe threats being reported to Sir Francis 
he immediately took a lodging for her and 
her mother who was privy to the intrigue, 
and who had abandoned the labour of the 
waſhing tub, to live more comfortably on 
the earnings of her daughters proſtitution. 
The lodging was furniſhed by the knight 
in a ſtile of elegance and the maſter agreed 
to allow her five and twenty pounds a year in 
lieu of board, reſerving to himſelf the whole 
of her earnings as a ſinger at Marybone Gar- 
dens and Covent Garden Theatre, where, 
through the intereſt of Mr. M—k—n, ſhe 
was to be introduced as an actreſs in the 
poperatical line e 2 e 


Nan diſliking the authority which her 
muſic-maſter ſtill retained over her perſuon, 
and having acquired irreſiſtable influence over 

the mind of her lover, perſuaded. him to pay 
Bates the penalty of two hundred pounds, to 
which her father was liable by his bond; and 
alſo two hundred pounds more, in confidera-_ 

tion for her profeſſional earning during the 
ſeaſon ; after which ſhe agreed (with the con- 
| ſent of Bates) to bind herſelf apprentice to 


Sir Francis for the reſidue of the term, in the 
| 355 common 


. 28 15 


common form, and with the uſual covenants 
of ſuch indentures, and alſo a ſpecial cove- 
nant not to leave Sir Francis's houſe, Sir 
Francis covenanting to inſtruct her, or cauſe 
her to de inſtructed | in the art of muſic, e 


Mr. Eels, a man of reputation in his 
profeſſion, was attorney to this tranſaction, 
and having made Miſs Catley's father a party 
to the indenture brought it to him to execute, 
he being then in the ſervice of Mr. Berkley, 
ere quaker in Cheapſide, with whom 
* had lived as coachman for ſome time, © 


4 


Cuatley being cautious, kept the WE "PAY 5 
and advifed with his maſter on the propriety 
of ſigning it. The honeſt quaker being ſhock- 
eld at the iniquity of the proceeding, applied 

to his lawyer, who adviſed the father to de- 
tain the inſtrument entirely, to commence 
a criminal proſecution againſt the parties, and 
Mr. Berkley agreeing to ſupply him with the 
means, accordingly, on the 13th of May, 
1763, his counſel moved the court of King's 
Bench for a rule to ſhew cauſe why an infor- 
mation ſhould not iflue againſt Sir Francis 
Blake Delaval, Bates the muſic e and 
Fraine ag e ; | 


- . 


1 vffence alled ged in | this en 
was a Ay to debauch the daughter of 
W | 8 * 


K 7 
the proſecutor, under the: gn << law; and” 
the motion was accompanied by another, N 
which was for a Habeas Corpus, directed to 
Sir Francis man to e in 1 Oy of 
Ann Catley. « ; Je 5 
5 the IHE Fo Now Eh e A 
court by Sir Francis, and was then diſcharge, 
ed out of his cuſtody, without any order to 


reſtrain her from returning 0 * nn the 
Pa e 0 ode 1 #1 


„ 


Old 15 A chat the discharge af 
his: daughter from the cuſtody of Sir Francis, 


BE was virtually the committing of her to the 
= cuſtody of himſelf, attempted to ſeize her in 


court, * this being nen; of, would 

not be permitted, and he was ſevercly re⸗ 
ptimanded for the contempt by the chief 
= juſtice. The girl was then 5 if ſhe cboſe 
co return with her father, upon which a 
ſpitit the moſt audacious, and an -unbluſhing - 
_ countenance, ſhe declared her attachment to 


Sir Francis and- her 0 to return, with 
her father. 


_ 3 | Hd BE nf) 5, a | 
Sie F letcher ork 50 Galicktor ao 
and counſel for the defendants- then -prayed 
that the court ſhould give proper directions for 


the Protection of Miſs Gathey from violence. 


The Court heſitated on this poi. 133 
is 7 5 | Mansfield 


32 


_ ; 1% 


Protection depended upon the circumſtances 


of the caſe. That ſome times they would go 
ſo far as to ſend an officer home with the par- 


ty, at other times, they would only protect in 
the face of the open court. It might, or, it 


might not be proper, for a father to have the 


cuſtody of his child, under age, when arrived 
at the years of diſcretion but in the preſent ' 
eaſe the father ſeemed to have affigned over 
His parental authority to Bates the Maſter, by 


the indentures of apprenticeſhip, © however 


his lordſhip added“ let cauſe be ſhewn on the 


information the laſt day of term, and let the 
girl and her maſter then attend and in the 
mean time let no perſon dare to moleſt her 
"GE court will n, n, 17.4 


When cad" came to bs tha: the af 
davits on both ſides being read, and the argu- 
ments of counſel being heard, the court de- 
clared, that the conduct of Nan appeared to 
be ſo thorougly vicious, that they had no hopes 


of reclaiming ber, and that the only queſtion MY 
Was, whether any temporal ctime had been 


committed deſerving the interpoſition of the 

court; and they added, they were led to be- 
lieve that the girl had been deceived by conſpi- 
racy and that the father and mother were ori- 


gina lly parties to it, though the father peared 


in the light of a Pee 


The 


Af 


Mansbeld obſerving that the granting of b ſick : 
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5 31 1 
The ſketch already. given of Nan's nativity, ' 


infancy, and intrigue with the linen draper 

of the Minories, ſhew how wrong. the court ; 
were in their ſuſpicion on the cauſe of her 
ſeduction, and their ultimate deciſion "_ 

prove that they were alſo wrong in their 
nion of her father; but the fact of the 888 
ter living with in the very lodgings where 
ſhe was kept by Sir Francis, . her turpi- b 
tude beyond all doubt. 


As to the delivery of Nan's pe to -this 


father on the Habeas Corpus, Sir Fletcher 
Norton the ſolicitor general obſerved, „ that 


the court have been ever very reluctant to 
do any thing but releaſe from the confine- 
ment, and in ſupport of this Phe. he 
cited ſeveral caſes. 


Lord Mansfield in Aer 4 to the folicitbr | 
& general's arguments, ſaid, We have conſi- 
dered thoſe caſes very fully ; we think what 
= was done in all of them was very right; but 
we do not agree with what was ſaid in the 


books about them. In the caſe of words 
not fre juris, the court is bound to protect 
them, and wherever the court does not think 

proper to deliver the parties into any ſpecial 


5 cuſtody, they will privilege them re deunds. 
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1 3 to break the peace, even in Palace. 
e e | 


" * 


As this opinion of FO, court left Nan at 
13 Geet i liberty, no ſooner had the chief juſtice 
_ concluded, than ſhe put her hand under the 
arm of Sir Francis, =—_ they left. the court 
together, returning home in his chariot which 
waited for them at Weſtminſter-ball gate, to 
laugh at all parties, particularly the judges 
and barriſters, whom this facetious female 
Frequently after turned into che * ridi- 

g cule. 2 * r ; 1 
q 25 5 
8 this part of the We the 1 
court had a ſtrong ſuſpicion that the father 
was concerned in the conſpiracy ; 3 however 
on the day when final judgment was pro- 
. nounced, lord Mansfield ſaid, that upon 
the new affidavits which had been laid before 
the judges, he had fully juſtified himſelf, and 
appeared to be an innocent and an injured 
man.” His lordſhip then added, © In reſpect 
to the indenture of apprenticeſhip, it is ſo 
groſs upon the face of it, that a court of 
Juſtice cannot but animadvert upon it with 
ſeverity. It is plainly calculated for the pur- 
poſe of proſtitution only ;” and he termed the 
conſideration given by Sir Francis to Bates, 
N premium profiitutionis.” He added———— 
Bog Though there are ſpecies of indecency and 


immorality 


%. N 


immorality particularly in caſes of inconti- 
= nency, which are confined to the eccleſiaſtical 
= courts, and I am glad they are fo, yet the 
general inſpection and ſuperintendance of the 
morals of the people belongs to this court as 
cuſtos morum of the nation, eſpecially when 
the offence is mixed with confederacy and 
conſpiracy, as in the preſent caſe,” 


= His lordſhip then lated the caſe of one 
N Curl, and alſo the caſe of Sir Charles Sedley, 
Who was puniſhed in the court of King's 
Bench by an information founded on his hav- 
ing danced openly and quite nakęd in a bal- 
cony belonging to a houſe in Covent-garden. 
This was in the reign of Charles the ſecond, 
and Sir Charles was convicted and heavily 


His lordſhip proceeded 74 Bates the maſ- 

ter ſtands in the worſt light of all: by taking 

= the girl as his apprentice, he was ce paren- 
tis; yet he is privy to the fact of her living 
all the winter ina ſtate of proſtitution, and 
gives no intimation of it to her father. In 
February indeed he tells him ſhe neglected 
her leſſons, and had been riding in the Park, 
attended by Sir Francis Delaval's ſervant. 
In April comes on the tranſaction now com- 

plained of, into which Bates readily enters 
without conſulting the father, upon the ſingle 


. 


1 if 


authotity of 2 girl whom he had reaſon. to 


ſuſpect, who told him her father approved of 


it. He appears by his conduct, and from 
comparing the affidavits of the girl with his 
own, to have intended to favour her going 


to live with Sir Francis, though in his afh- 
davit he has 8 denied ſuch intention.“ # 


ce The next in degree of guilt is Fraine 


the attorney, whom 1 have formerly known 
in buſineſs to be a man of a fair character. 


But he has knowingly drawn this deed. And 
if a gentleman of the profeſſion will adviſedly 
engage in ſuch a thing, for ſuch a Poet 


| the court muſt ures __ We: 


4 Sir Francis Delaval 8 in the 5 1 


_ affair acted very ill, as well as very unwiſely. 
His only plea is a very poor one, that the wo- 
man tempted him, and he conan from his bY 


regard to her,” | 

re Therefore, let a rule "EY an inforrimtion 
be made abſolute againſt the TOY Delaval, 
F raine, and Bates.” 


The conſequence of this opinion, Glemaly 


pronounced Dy the court of King's Bench, 
ndants was, a trial by a petty. 


againſt the de 
jury, on which a number of bon mots and 


entendtes were thrown out by the counſel on 
Tom an. * received with great glee and 
| 5 pleaſantry 
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#1 pleaſuntry by the learned judge 5 n 
i ſtanding . ſeverity of his previous reproba-. 
tion, and grave aſſertion, of the court of King's, | 
1 Bench being ciſſtos morum of the nation.— It 4. 
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W tainly taught 0 | 

W crotchets into her head. This ſport of the 

court and the unconcerned auditory was, how- 

ever, of ſerious conſequnce to Sir Francis, he 

and the two, defendants were found guilty by 

the jury, and in the enſuing. term, were heavi- 

ly fined, the whole amount of which, as well 
gas of the coſts, which were very ae 5 

1 fallin 8 ufa him. — | 


z and apparently of a volatile ſpirit, yet never 


had poſſeſſion of her perſon, but was never 
= maſter of her heart, and there is no doubt, 


appeared in public as his miſtreſs, ſhe private- 


£f 31 


was obſerved that Sir Francis was totally ig-/ 
norant of muſic, though probably he knew 
dle an inſirument. That if he had 
Miſs Catley in ; fnging, tie cer- 
5 and had put 


- Catley, thoueh of a che Ulpalitions 


loſt fight of her own intereſt. Sir Francis 


but that even while ſhe reſided with him, and 


ly granted favours to others for pecuniary. con- 
pF box ag A diamond to her was an ineſti- 
mable an argument as to Madame. Sc—l- 
.e---g—lt won her laſt favour as effectually as 
it gains the old German's intereſt. Her paſ- 
ſions were ſtrong, but ſhe was totally dollars 


EO 
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of ſentiment and delicacy, and always: grati- 
fied her appetite with a view to her intereſt as 
well as to her taſte; being attached to the 
whole ſex without harbouring a particular 
fondneſs to any individual, ſhe meaſured love 
by profit, and enjoyed ſenſual indulgence with- b 


out the leaſt reliſh: for mental ſatisfaction. * 


Macklin Was the bern vids Grſt Jiſcovered | 

1 her talents for the ſtage, and ſhe cultivated 
them under his tuition with affiduity and ſuc- 
/ ceſs ; for notwithſtanding ſhe pleaſed" moſt 


when leaſt natural and moſt outre, yet there 


vas great capability in her mind; the could 
aſſume chaſte acting, and executed many cha- - 


racters of ann, with critical eee 56 


Time, poſſeſſion, and infidelity, having at at 
laſt cooled the paſſion of Sir Francis, he ef- 
fected an emancipation from the faſcinating 
chains of his miſtreſs, who, by the advice of 
her venerable inſtructor, the father 12 We 


mm made a trip to Treland. 5 


Her reception in the land of Ries- ful. 2 
ly anſwered her moſt ſanguine expectations; 
ſhe drew overflowing audiences, who applaud- 


ed her tothe very echo,” and raiſed confi- 
derable ſums for herſelf and the manager. 
In Dublin, however, a circumſtance occurred, 


which for a time VOY: damped her 
| ſpirits, 


„ . / EC gp 


e 


1 5 | 
ies, i, mortified her pride. Nan was 
not an only child; ſhe had a, fiſter named 


Mary, 5 ſhe took into her family for the 


| purpoſe of ſuperintending two children, one 4 
of whom ſhe taught to call Sir Francis Dela- „ 
val father, the other ſhe honoured with royal 1 

blood, named him Edward, and gave him for 1 
a ſire his Royal Highneſs the late. Duke ig 9 
de. 1 | 1 

It muſt be RT by Nan's ta 1 
friends, that ſhe did not behave affectiona ak 1 4 
1 


to her ſiſter Roll. The girl was kept at a diſ- 
tance, treated is a ſervant, and, as Nan's fliſ- - | 
poſition often bxoke out with all the unboynd= 
ed virulence of a r termagant, the poor 

devil ſuffered not only from the abuſe of her 
tongue, which was pointed and paid like 

{ that of an aſp, but alfo from the violence of 
her fiſts, and ſharpneſs of her nails, which ſhe 

could exerciſe with ſuch agility and effect, that 

a black eye, or bloody noſe and . wee - * 
frequently the eee EE 

7 / 

This ill wn, which was. almoſt day u re- 
peated, determined 5H to quit her ſiſter. 
dhe had a good voice, Sh uncultivated, a a DO 

| ſmall neat ſmart perſon, and good eyes; but 
the ſmall-pox had ravaged the charms of her | 
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face, which, however, diſplayed the lily and fs 
the Aer ſo that the was delirable, though not o 
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5 deſcribed; cups, ſaucers, every article at 


was the conſequence. Recovering from this 


— 


1 38 1 


0. at had many admirers. One of 
theſe, who preferred that ideal charm virginity | fit! 
to all others a woman can boaſt, laid cloſe Wi 
fiege to Poll. For a conſiderable time the Wh © 
rejected his addreſſes, till at laſt, wearied out © 
by the repeated ill uſage of her tyranical ſiſter, Wi ** 
who rendered home'a hell, the _— to the 
Protection of her lover. | | I 


The rage 4 Nan on this 0 is not 


hand flew about the houſe; ſhe felt for the 
| honour of her family, and a violent hyſteric 


paroxiſm of rage and pride, ſhe became calm 
and vindictive; and having relieved her op- 
preſſed mind by a ſhower of tears, and a tor- 
rent of abuſe againſt the cauſe of her grief, 
made a poſſitive vow never to ſee or relieve 
her runaway- ſiſter in any fituation, which vow 
ſhe 9 7 55 moſt re | 


Poll's rm; as has ton already hinted 
at, were not very faſcinating, and her lover 
_ having, f in his own opinion, taken that which 
is always loſt in the finding, and which in fact 
was the only object of his deſire, or rather of 
his vanity, ſoon became diſguſted with his 
miſtreſs, whom he one day fortunately caught 
in an amour with a ſtudent of Dublin Col, 
lege, and of __ difraified — on this poſ- 

44 ; tative 
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W fitive proof of infidelity. Poll having col-: e 
lected rs few preſents he had made her, cooly 
took leave of her injured keeper, with an ob- 
ſervation that ſtung him to the heart. She aſ- 

WT ſured him he had not the fin of her ſeduction 3 
to anſwer for ; and, that the prize he held in- A 
ſuch high eſtimation, never came to his poſſeſ= | 
ſon, it having been gained by a knight of the 3 
flambeaux, in vulgar . a footman, ſome 
: [years before. | ; Re „ 
ie polls new lover, the collegian, though rich 1 | 

- in learning was poor in purſe; but he was 
Ws young and agreeable qualities of high et. 
mation with every female, and which had 

ſuch effect on this lady, that notwithſtanding > 
ſeveral overtures had been made, ſhe rejected * 
them all, and for near fix, months lived, or ra- 
ther Rarved, in fidelity with the man of let 
ters. Love (fays the old proverb) flies out 
of the window when poverty enters the door. 
| The adage, however, was not illuſtrated by 
the conduct of Poll; who, for a conſiderable - 
time after poverty had taken poſſeſſion of her 
apartment, diſpenſed her favours to caſual ad- 

mirers for pecuniary returns, with which ſhe 
conſtantly ſupplied the wants of her favourite 
ſwain. Theſe indiſcriminate amours at laft 
produced effects the moſt diſagreeable — Poll 

was obliged to retire into Dr. Stephens's hoſ- 

pital near Dublin, and the ſtudent was taken 

2 gr A homie: 


[4] 


y 


i | home by his friends, but his diſcaſe baffled 


every art; the violence of the medicines ad- 
miniſtered, and the proceſs of cure he under- 
went, reduced him to a decline, without ra- 
dically expelling the virulent poiſon in his 
blood, and he died a miſcrable e to ro 
. debauchery. | ALD | 


> poll, however, recovered, and having a  tol- 
lerable voice, and a name which would make 
an attracting figure in a country play bill, got 
an engagement in a ſtrolling company, from 
which time Fame has neglected: to eat the 
incidents of her life, 


| 10 Ireland it is certain. that Nan nd: many 
intrigues, in moſt of which ſhe acted with 
caution and prudence. Such amours as ha 

merely pleaſure in view, were moſtly confin 


to the gentlemen of the ſock and buſkin, I 


with the great profit was always her object, and 
ſecreſy a part of the condition ſhe impoſed 


upon ber lovers. Being herſelf independent 


of the world, and freed from every ſpecies of 


controul, her amours offered no variety of in- 


cident; ths received her lovers with eaſe ; if 
they did not riſe to her price, ſhe diſmiſſed 
them with apathy, and that price was always 
proportioned to the idea Nan formed of their 
fortune. By this means, and the profits of 
her profeſſion, Nan's finances encreaſed. con- 

REES 
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ſiderably, and The prudently ſecured and en-» 
creaſed it, always living much below her in- 
come. There never was a greater favourite I 
in Dublin, nor indeed a more deſerving one, 
for on every opportunity ſhe obliged the pab- 
lic, and by them was conſtantly rewarded at 


her benefit. 


She was perhaps the only woman of eaſy 
virtue that ever received countenance on the 
ſtage from the modeſt women of Ireland; but 
they looked upon her as an eccentric charac- 
ter, making proper allowances for her early 
| habits, and imputed her failings more to early 
misfortune than to vice. | 7 
At this time the reverend Dean Bailey was 
a principal ſuperintendant to moſt of the pub- 
lic charities, and it having been determined 
that a concert ſhould be performed for the be- 
nefit of the lying - in hoſpital, the dean, who 
_ was particularly attentive to this charity, too 
upon him to engage Catley to ſing at the con- 
cert, and wrote her a card to the following 
purport : Dean Bailey's compliments to 
M.iſs Catley, and requeſts to know when ſhe 
can give him @ nigbt at the lying- in hoſpital, 
and her terms. On this card Nan. put a jo- 
cular interpretation, and returned for anſwer, 
Miss Catley preſents her compliments to 
the reverend Dean Bailey, for three nights to 


0 . come 
e 
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come the i is engaged to particular friends, but 
on the fourth will be at his ſervice.” This 


produced a laugh againſt the dean, but in the 


gratis.” Pu 
The world "IF 9. heard af Lord . 


who a few years ago was tried at the Quarter 
Seſſions of Dublin, upon a charge which if 


true, would have been the moſt diſgraceful to 
bim, as it is diguſting and ſhocking to man- 
5 kind. The manners of this nobleman abounds 


with peculiarities. He is tall and bony in per- 
ſon, yet effeminate in every action; with a 
ſkin tawny as a- mullato, and a beard thick, 


ſtrong and black as that of a Swiſs; he affects 


the delicacy and nervous ſenſations of a ſickly 
girl. Some ill dzmon put it into his lordſhip's 


head to have and affair with Miſs Catley ; pro- 


bably for the purpoſe of leflening the effect of 
ſeveral evil ſuſpicions which then flew about, : 


| materially to the injury of his character, in re- 
| ſpect to the IR of his paſſions. 


The ls TH hd not at this 1 ittained 
the conſiderable eftates which he now inherits - 


from his father ; and which might have C- 
counted for the economic plan by which 

approached Miſs Catley, if it was not known 
that even then he abounded in wealth, and 
that parſimoney was among his faults He 


waited 


end ſerved the charity, for which Nan ſung. 


— 


| e 
waited on Nan one evening ſoon after ſhe ha 
returned from performing Captain Flaſh in the 
farce of Miſs in her 's eens, in which charac- 
ter, the appe: e being maſculine, for Nan 
was then 2 bene figure, the had 
ſtruck his eye, and raiſed ideas very difficult 
for perſons of his lordſhip's taſte to ſuppreſs. 
Nan on her return had fat down to prepare 
ſupper for a few theatrical friends whom ſhe _ 
intended to treat with a roaſt duck, and hav- 
ing recently parted with her ſervant, was offi- 
ciating as cook at her bed-chamber fire, where 


thi k hung pe t from a ſtring. /:* 
the duck h 8 P ndan . 84 
His lordſhip having heen announced by the 
landlady, was ordered to be uſhered in.— In a 
few. complimentory excuſes, he appologized 
for ſo abrupt a viſit, declared his paſſion was 
pure and diſintereſted, and regretted in very 
pointed terms that ſo fine a ſhape ſhould be 
concealed by petticoats. Nan received his 
addreſs with affected complaiſance and fatisfac- 
tion; ſwore that had ſhe expected the pleaſure 
of his Iordſhip's company, he ſhould not have 
found her in diſhabelle, and preſſed him to do 
her the honour of picking the breaſt of the 
bird that was then roaſting Nothing could 
be more agreeable to his lordſhip's. diſpoſition 
than this invitation. He praiſed Catley fir 
| her œconomy in doing her own buſineſs, and 
then he praiſed the duck — She turned the 
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ſtring, he handed the drud . 
was lord more happy, till in the midit of his 
culinary offices, a knocking at the door gave 
an alarm. Nan was then in lodgings, with 
the excluſive privelege of monopolizing the 

hall door to her own uſe. ** It muſt be ſome 

| Ia to me; (faid Nan) for Heaven's ſake . 

my lord turn the duck. while I run to the 

| Gr.” His lordſhip obeyed, and placing him- 

ſelf upon a little ſtool which Nan had occupi- 
ed by the fire fide, commenced his new pro- 

feſſion of cook with extrnondingry, laticfaion 

| and adroitneſs. | EZ. 


Nan's 3 viſitors, for it was they who 
were at the door, having been conducted into 
the drawing- room, where the cloth was laid; 
ſhe welcomed them with an aſſurance that the 
ſupper ſhe had provided was not only good, 
but had been drelled by one of the firſt cooks 
in Europe, and opening the door ſuddenly, . 
introduced the aſtoniſhed lord to their Wonder. 


eyes. 


1 Take care cook; (kid Nas) i if the hd 2 
be burned, I ſhall certainly ls you from 
your place.” 1 | 
„ "The degenerate A WE felt to the very _ 
ſoul the contemptible ſituation to which his 
| 3 = a ks breeches Agnes had reduced _ 
N him. 


TTY 


him. He aroſe! from the ſtool ODA RY © 
with confuſion ; his dreſs. was brown velvet 
embroidered with gold, point ruffles and a bag, 
at his fide hung a ſword and elegant knot, in, 
his hand he 8 a eee dropping; 
butter. 8 


Fancy may Do paint Jus lordſhip s Ber gure 
on her tablets; but to give the true 3 
tion and contour of humour to the eye, re- 
quires the execution of a Hogarth or a Bun- 
tbury. It was nature metamorphoſed by the 
workings of ſhame and ſurprize, into the moſt 
extravagant contortions of caricature. Nor were 
the painters the engravers or the poets idle on the 
ſubject ; his lordſhip was ſketched in aqua- 
fortis, ſtuck up in every print Bop. and ume 
pooned in cer np 55 


| Another anecdote which took place nearly 
at this period, does equal credit to Nan's hu- 
mour and underſtanding. She had been long 
ſolicited in an amorous ſtrain by an old diſſi- 
pated debauchee who followed the wine buſi- 
neſs. This fellow in appearance and mind 
was the perfect repreſentative of a ſatyr: worn 
out in debauchery, he could neither enjoy wo- 
men nor give up the purſuit, and notwith- 
ſtanding his uglineſs and debility was inflated 
with vanity, and imputedto the influence of his 


hagreſs, perſon and converſation the ſucceſs 
8 , 


3 


7 


_ * pf 


w_ Aitichidentb which reſulted folely Rom the 
power of his money, or rather indeed the 
money of his creditors which he ſquandered in 


& 


a moſt ſhameful manner; though huſband to te! 
an amiable wife, and father of ſeveral children. ki 
Nan having repelled every effort that the tra- T. 


der's cunning could invent to entrap her into pa 
compliance with his wiſhes, he reſolved to ed 
attack her gratitude by paying tribute to her WM pu 
 avarice, and for this 47 ſent a large ed 
hamper of champaigne, affuring her that the fa 
celler it came from was at her ſervice, and ©: 
afforded as great a variety as France, Spain, — 
Portugal or Italy could ſupply. The wine w. 
was received, and a verbal meſſage of thanks m 
returned, but the very fame evening it was ſent I an 
back to the merchant's houſe, with a card di- to 

- rected to his wife, informing her of the fact. de 


After ſupper that night, Mrs. O. H- 
the merchant's wife propoſed a glaſs of . ov 
paign. The huſband ſtared and railed at her I pe 
_ extravagance. She anſwered, ** the cham- WW la 

| paign I wiſh for is my own; I have had it as 
a preſent ſee here!“ And the ſhewed Nar an's 
card to her mortified ſ poule, 


Tt Has already been obſerved, that Miſs Cat- | 

ley was avaricious, yet ſhe had her favourites 
who ſucceeded in duping her even out of her 
money. Her connection . F m- 

| | | - 
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"a whe was aid de camp to the lord lieu= 

tenant of Ireland, when ſhe reſided in that 

. kingdom, was by no means advantageous. 

-The major was penurious, not only from diſ- 

0 poſition but neceſſity, and Nan certainly ſhar- E7, 

o Il ed with him; not only her favours. vo bac ©; 

er — With Captain . who ſucceed» 5 

e ed the major as ciceſbeo, ſhe yas equally in- 

i: fatuated, and yet never did nature produce a 

1d ſtronger contraſt between two men. F-—- 

n, . —+<g was tall, ſtrong, and manly. Clarke 

1c was not above the middle fize, weak and effe+ 

5s mignate, he patched and painted like a woman, 

nt and in appearance, bore ſtronger reſemblance 

i- to an eunuch, than to a man. Pet to this in- 

.ſect. was Catley attached; on this inſect the _ 
beſtowed conſiderable ſums, though ſhe uſed 

— frequently, and even in his Eo, rally her 

n- WW own choice, declaring that he in no one reſ⸗ 

pect, was ſuited to qualify a woman of Bar 

ny 
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From hs F< IA ſpell. with which this 4 
petit maitre, trammelled the affections £5 
Nan, ſhe was freed by the exorciſms of Ger ; 
Fury I., then only a captain in the ar- 

With this as MM loved many 

6 in the character of his miſtreſs, applying 

herſelf ſedulouſly to her profeſſions, and ap- 

propriating the earnings of it to the uſes of 
her wn She bore bim ſey eral children, 
G2 a and 


hes i 


9 
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and ber hai fondneſs was rely cxomaplis 

Fer former levity gave way to domeſtic 
Sectors, and her faults were only to be found 
in a fetroſpective view of her life. This be- 
haviour raiſed ſuch a diſintereſted and generous 
affection, in the heart of her friend, that he 
reſolved to beſtow upon her 'the'bigheſt re- 
Ward in his Power, nid daqually made her his 


: wife. £4 3 | 5 Di x _ 

Woh Nan an i not be out dns 10 a 
before ſhe accepted the hand of Colonel L- ſ- 
Cs, for he was a colonel when he married 
her, ſhe inſiſted that certain preliminary arti - 
cles ſhould be ratified. The principal of theſe 
were, that her fortune ſhould: go to her chil. 
dren ; that ſhe ſhould continue to play, while 
Her: health permitted her, and that the mar» 
Triage ſhould be Pi rept =_ 115 n ire 


the ſtage. FT 75 


She did 0 3 continue long in 4 
public line, after ſhe became a wife, the enſu- 
5 ng ſeaſon ſhe engaged with the manager of 
Covent Garden Theatre, and it proved the 
laſt of her appearance. Her voice was then 
conſiderably weakened, and her vivacity evi. 
dently diminiſhed. © She attempted the cha. 
racter of Macheath, in the Beggars Opera, but 
he was then nothing better than the ſhado 


and echo of what ſhe bag, been, and her er 
_ ertionl 
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ertions to pleaſe; only. l the pity, not 


the approbation of the audience. 


0 After leaving the noe, mne took up her 


abode in Ealing, Middleſex, and was much reſ- 


pected by the better ſort of people 1 in the neigh» 
bourhood, and beloved by the poor, to whom 
ſhe became a beneficent friend. She died in 
this retirement, in the 44th year of her age, 
and was buried in Ealing church, with every 
mark of attention and reſpect, that a huſband 
could 2 ſhow: to a ag whom be ten- 
: e ens , Wertth 903 T5110 fa | 
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* diſeaſe was a - conſumption, to hich” 
the had been inclined from her youth, and 
vrhich probably was accelerated by her early 
indulgencies in diffipation, and great exettion 
of voice which injured her lungs. She bore its 


progreſs with reſignation, and died in that 
moſt enviable of all ſtates at peace with the 
_ and in e of eternal mals 


Miſs Catley bad great capabilities wr an 
actreſs, and notwithſtanding her vivacious ap- 
pearance would have ſucceeded ' not only in 
comedy, but tragedy, had the made them her 
ſtudy; but her voice was fo exquiſite, ſhe had 
no occaſion for further aid. Its native ſtrains _ 
dee the vocal he of all who, went 


before, 
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1 belies,” or TI fucceeded * yet we ofiea 
evinced a We of jadzment. 


Roſetts in Lava in a Villa e, and 8 
ſyne in Comus, were her logs performances. 
In the latter it may not be going too far, to 
aſſert ſhe never was equalled, particularly in 
the ſong of The wanton gad that pierces 
hearts Zwhich ſhe gave in a characteriſtic 
ſtile of levity, that left all competition at a 


. diſtance, And in the former, her ſinging was 


truly exquiſite and replete with native humour, 
8005 after the affair with Lord R, and 
the roaſt Duck which has been ſtated, that no- 
bleman came into the ſtage box white ſhe was 
ſinging The wanton NS ang when ſhe 


came to the line“ No. ſqueamiſh fop ſhall 


ſpoil my reſt,” ſhe turned full upon Le lord- 


ſhip, with a look of archnels, fo pointed and 


ſo marked with contempt, that the mortified 
nobleman roſe from his ſeat, and left her to 
enjoy the thundering plaudits of the audience, 

which were given in peals * by : 
burſts of laughter. . „ 


In che Maid of che Mill ſhe a perform 
Shin, and not without pathos, and When 
Mrs. Abington was in 2 during the 
late Mr. Moſſop's management, Catly often 
performed in a ſtile of the higheſt ſpirit and 

ee 1 Ts in contraſt to _ 

Ot her 


” 1 


es lady 8 Fribbls, which was alſo excellent. 
Catley was not vain, for though ſhe took eve- 

ty poſſible pains to ſet off her perſon and face 
to advantage when ſhe appeared in juvenile 
parts, yet, as the repreſentative of old Dotcas ' 


in Thomas and Sally, ſhe was equally atten 
tive to wages antient. ; 
| Catley was not beautiful bus pleating, Her 
Fab was oval, her features petit, and her eyes 
ſmall; her forehead being remarkably high, 


ſhe always wore her dark hair, which was 
thin and lank, cut down upon it like a fan, 


oY 


and this at laſt became a general faſlion, un- 
1 the denomination of Catlified hair, and as 


it gives a peculiar archneſs to the countenance, 
is ſtill in vogue among the lower claſſes of 


thoſe ladies who ſtrole the ſtreets, and retail 


their favours to caſual cuſtomers. Catley 


was remarkably thin, her bones ſmall, her 


ſkin brown, and all covered over with freckles, 5 
yet her tout en ſemble was pleaſing, when the 


was made up and on the ſtage. 


Much has been laid of Miſs Catley 8 wit, 3 EY? 5 
by thoſe who have miſtaken her talent; her 


bon mots were thoſe of broad and vulgar hu- 
mour, they were deficient in that poliſh, ſharp- 
neſs, and neatneſs, which produce the genuine 
brightneſs of -converſation, ' her points were 
not thoſe of N but of "— OY came 
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1. 52 1 
out 90 as if ſuing from a cellar in St. 
Giles, or which was the fact, as if they had 
received their original impreſſion i in a garret 
near the tower. Of this claſs was her ejacu- 
lations in the green- room. after a fatiguing 

performance, ** thank heaven I have brought 
my a—to an anchor, and in the ſame ſtile, 
Was her anſwer, to the Earl of Buckingham- 

ſhire, when lord lieutenant of Ireland on his 
excellency's requeſting ſhe would introduce 

the ſong of Puſh about the jorum,“ from 
the Golden Pippin, into a character where 

there was no poſſibility of its appearing * 
turally—“ tell his excellency” ſaid ſhe, I 
will not only do it, but if he be fond of /ig Gn, 
I'll Rand upon my head to pleaſe him“ — The 
beſt thing recorded of her, requires delicacy to 
expreſs it without offending, though Nan 
gave it with all the force and plaineſs of the 
vulgar tongue. Her Iriſh connections never 
produced a child, on which circumſtance ſhe 
was once rallied. It is extraordinary” ſaid 
an impertinent coxcomb to her, © conſidering 
the character of the Iriſh, that you never had 
a child by any of them “ It is eaſily ac- 
counted“ for anſwered Nan, © their manner 
is 8 ohnr einern 


K n of Miſs Catley's $78 when 
compared with that of the celebrated Nell 


* exhibits many incidents of ſtrong 
| Amiligade. 


N 
% 
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ſimilitude, Nell was born of obſcure pa- 


rents, ſo was Nan; Nell was born in a © 


cellar in the Cole-yard Drury-lane, Nan 


was born in a garret in a wretched ally near 
Tower Hill, Some reported that Nell was 
the doubtful daughter o a battalion of ſoldiers, 
Nan's mother waſhed for a garriſon, long be- 
fore her daughter was born, and her condu& 
after Nan had been ſeduced, raiſes ſtrong ſuſ- 
picion that ſhe was not cruel to her cuſto-- 
mers. Nell when firſt taken notice of, ſold 
| | oranges, and reſorted to public houſes. Nan 


- HIDE. v9 young, ſung in ale houſes for hire, 
: Nell vy oft a child, was debauched by 


one Mr. 8 a merchant. Nan ſoon after 
ſhe entered her teens, ſurrendered her virginity - 


to a linen draper. Nell was remarable for ſmart- 


neſs of converſation, ſo was Nan. Nells an- 
ſwer to Lord Rocheſter, is exactly ſuch as N 
might be expected from ne vex x her 


is lordſhip: once Fxelaimed+ 


6 By all the * of Heleſpont and Greed 
I had my hand upon her Golden Fleece.” . 


The anſwer was 


4 By all the gods of Greece _ Helleſpong, | 
446 * You k lie my lord your hand was aever on*r.” 25 


Nell was an actreſs in Dent vogue, ſo was 
Nan. To Nell lords and Dukes paid their 


addrefle's, fo they did to Nan. Nell was the 


miſtreſs of a king, Nan had an amour with a 


. of the blood royal. 
| 5 


- 
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e. This hed that 8 emperors, and 1 =. ; 
= When blood bein high, will mop to e things” 


Nell was of a gay frolickſome diſpoſition, ſo 
was Nan, of Nell many droll paſſages have 
been reported, ſo of Nan, bat in reſpect to both 
ladies, ſome of their ſayings ſhould be ſuppreſſed 

as being too looſe for the public ear; one of 
Nell Gwyna's, however, is fo excellent for 
its ſatire, that to report i it cannot be aten | 
ed impertinaa 2 


15 


Haviag once by an kay run n of ill lack 
at gaming, loſt all her money and run in 
debt with Sir John Germain, he took the ad- 
vantage of making ſuch a propoſal for the 
eaſy payment thereof, as may be eaſily gueſſed 
at by her anſwer, for the replied with equal 

ſmartneſs, and fidelity to her royal keeper, 

A am no ſuch a ſportſwoman as to lay the dog 
where the deer ſhould lie.” Such an anſwer 
as this, in ſuch a ſituation, might Mans been 
expected from Na any. « 4 


Nell's air was 800 and landades 3 lis was che 
carriage of Nan, Nell had ſpirit and pleaſan- 
try, ſo had Nan. She had profeſſed more 
charity and generoſity, than moſt women of 
her ſituation in life, ſo did Nan, and here an 

' Inſtance may be given, which illuſtates this 
part of our heroine's character. Mr. Linton 

A a muſician belonging tc 125 the band of Covent 


Garden 


> te 8 ' : 


Garden theatre, wks been e mur- 
dered by ſoot-pads, Mr. Harris the manager, 
cave his widow and children, a free benefit. 


A ſhort time previous to the benefit night, 


Nan went to a maſquerade, in the character 
of an orange girl, with ſeveral dozen box tick- 
ets in her baſket; theſe ſhe diſpoſed of among 
the company, for a very conſiderable ſum, 
over their uſual price, which with ten guineas 
added by-berſelf, the ſent the next AE to the 
nenen family. 


As in their fines, £4 in . deaths, ls 
was a ſtrong . ſimilarity between Nell Gwynn, 
and Nan Catley, except that Nell lived to be 
much older than Nan, But ſhe certainly 
died with a moral and religious mind, or Doc-_ 
ter Teniſon, afterwards archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, would not have preached her funeral 
ſermon. And this was the opinion of Queen 


Mary, who, when the Earl of Jerſey urged : 


the circumſtance to prevent the doctor's pre- 
ferment, to the ſee of Lincola, anſwered © It 
was a ſign that this unfortunate woman died 
penitent; for if I can read a man's heart 
through his looks, had ſhe not made a truly 
pious and chriſtian end, the doctor would ne- 
ver have been induced to ſpeak well of her.“ 
Juſt ſuch an end did Catley make, dying in 
charity with the world, and in lamenting that 
the early parts of her life had not been equally 
virtuous and honourable with her latter days. 
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1 . is an * FEE af * will of Ya, 
late Miſs Car Erv, as proved and depoſited W 
in Doctor's-Commons: it is all in her own BB 
- -band-writing, and is ſigned Ann.CaTELEy.; $ 
Tem, which it appears, ſhe ſpelt her name 
. "Cateley, not Catley, as generally underſtood. 
Ihe probate proves her to have died Worth 
© .$oool. but what above that ſum * is wp offi- 
ble, from the will to eie 
She gives all her property, of e every fie 2nd 


wearing apparel, watch, trinkets, &c. Which 
e gives to ber eldeſt daughter living at her 


5 Jealß) to and 1 amongſt her eight chil- 


dren, William Francis Laſcelles, Rowley y Laſ- ö 
Celles, Frances Laſcelles, Charlotte Lakhs, 
Jane Laſcelles, George Robert Laſoelles, Eli- 


55 Fay - Zabeth Laſcelles, and Edward Robert Laſcel- 


les, and the ſurvivor or ſurvivots of them, the 
ſhares to be paid to ſuch of them as ſhall be 
twenty-one years of age, and the thares of 
ſuch as ſhall. be under that age to be veſted in 
the funds, and the intereſt to be Pei or ther: * 
education till that age. 8 
By a codicil to her will, dhe gives to her 5 
© nephews, Robert and William Fox, gol. each, 
and appoints Major-General Francis Laſce 
Er Eiq- Executor, with of 10. for 
A R . . 
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